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in their technique is to deposit the neosalvarsan solution directly upon 
the fascia. The details of the technique are given with the precautions 
necessary to secure this result. When given properly these injections 
are not painful, and painful infiltrations or abscesses do not result. 
Toxic symptoms from too rapid absorption of neosalvarsan also do 
not occur. Wechselmann and Eicke no longer use mercury for the 
treatment of syphilis, and claim that neosalvarsan is more effectual 
in controlling the disease. 


The Use of Salicylic Enemas in Dysentery.— Lutsch {Munch, med. 
Woch., 1914, lxi, 476) has tried Eichhorst’s method of treating dysentery 
by rectal enemas of a 2 per cent, solution of sodium salicylate, with 
excellent results. He says that pain and tenesmus are both promptly 
relieved by this method of treatment. The salicylate injections are 
given at body temperature, and should be retained for half an hour. 
The dose for an adult is 13 gm. of sodium salicylate in 650 c.c. of 
water. Lutsch has also used these salicylate injections for the treat¬ 
ment of ordinary diarrheas and catarrhal intestinal conditions, with 
striking results. 


The Danger and the Prevention of Anaphylaxis from Antitoxin. 

—Joseph (Deutsch. med. Woch., 1914, xl, 545) believes that the danger 
of anaphylaxis in man has been much exaggerated. He does not 
believe that the phenomenon of anaphylaxis which is observed so 
frequently in small animals occurs so often in man. The danger of 
anaphylaxis exists principally in much debilitated children, and when 
the antitoxin is given intravenously the second time. Joseph thinks 
that any danger of anaphylaxis could be avoided by using antitoxin 
obtained from cattle instead of from horses. This could be used for 
prophylaxis, reserving antitoxin derived from the horse for use in 
cases of actual diphtheria. Anaphylaxis can also be avoided by induc¬ 
ing anti-anaphylaxis by a preliminary subcutaneous injection of a 
minimal dose of the antitoxin. This prepares the body in such a way 
that the injection of a curative dose of antitoxin a few hours later 
has no power to induce anaphylactic reaction. Friedberger and Mita 
avoid anaphylaxis by slow intravenous injections of antitoxin, a drop 
at a time. Joseph claims that any of these methods renders the recipient 
refractory to any anaphylactic reaction without regard to the method 
of the administration of the antitoxin. 


Salvarsanized Serum in Syphilitic Diseases of the Central Nervous 
System. — Ayer {Boston Med. and Surg. Jour., 1914, clxx, 452) concludes 
from the use of salvarsanized serum in tabes, paresis, and cerebro¬ 
spinal syphilis that the method as given by Swift and Ellis is entirely 
without danger. This method of treatment is effective in many cases 
where other treatment has failed. It undoubtedly attacks syphilis 
from the etiological point of view, thus tending to cure the disease 
as well as relieve the symptoms. The most satisfactory effect of the 
treatment is seen in the group of cerebrospinal syphilis, in which a 
complete cure may be obtained in some cases. In tabes arrest of the 
disease is often possible by this method of treatment, but in general 
paresis this treatment is least effectual, although in the preparetic 
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stage encouraging results may be obtained. Ayer is of the opinion 
that persistent treatment by this method is the most important point 
in the successful use of salvarsanized serum. Owing to the complicated 
technique of administration and the necessity to control this treat¬ 
ment by careful examinations of the spinal fluid as to protein content, 
cell count, Wassermann, etc., Ayer does not expect to see this treat¬ 
ment in general use. He believes it should be employed when other 
methods of treatment fail in whole or in part, or when haste is required 
in order to save vital tissue. 


Active Immunization against Diphtheria. — Schreiber (Therttpie de 
Gegenwart, 1914, lv, 97) has applied Behring’s method of vaccination 
against diphtheria to more than 700 school children. No untoward 
by-effects were noted in any instance, and only occasionally local 
reactions occurred. Young children and infants gave less local reaction 
than older children and adults. The intracutaneous method seemed 
to be the best method of administration. The vaccine is a mixture 
of toxin and antitoxin, and contains only traces of albumin, so that 
the danger of anaphylaxis is very slight. Schreiber believes that this 
method causes a greater production of antibodies than the method of 
immunization by antitoxin alone. Physicians and nurses frequently 
exposed to cases of diphtheria gradually become immunized to diph¬ 
theria, probably because of repeated mild infections and the consequent 
increase of antibodies in the blood. The Behring plan of immunization 
develops a form of active immunity in the same manner. 


Salvarsan in Syphilis of the Central Nervous System.— Dreyfus 
{Munch, med. Woch., 1914, lxi, 525) has used a combination of intra¬ 
venous injections of salvarsan with mercury and the iodides for the 
treatment of syphilis of the central nervous system. In some of the 
cases, details of which are given in the article, very excellent results 
were obtained. The indications for the treatment are given in detail. 
Negative findings in the spinal fluid in cerebrospinal syphilis usually 
indicate that treatment will have no effect. The disease in such cases 
has become arrested and the symptoms are due to anatomical changes 
in the cerebrospinal system that cannot be influenced by treatment. 


The Mode of Action of Mercury and Salvarsan. —Schreiber {Munch, 
med. Woch., 1914, lxi, 522) is of the opinion that the therapeutic effects 
of mercury and salvarsan in syphilis can be explained by differing, 
although complementary, actions upon the virus of syphilis. He 
bases this belief upon pharmacological and clinical evidence that, 
according to him, prove that salvarsan kills all the spirochetes it can 
reach while mercury promotes the immunity reactions. He believes 
mercury does this by increasing the protective substances in the 
recipient. 


Salvarsan in Syphilis of the Central Nervous System.— Iwaschenzoff 
{Munch, med. Woch., 1914, lxi, 530) reports his experiences with the 
use of salvarsan in 130 cases of various forms of cerebrospinal syphilis. 
He says that the beneficial effects of salvarsan in such cases is without 
question. He advises repeated small doses of salvarsan especially 



